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Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation Awarded 
$1 Million from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

  
 
WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation (FAIC) was 
recently awarded an endowment grant of $1 million from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to 
support workshops in photograph conservation modeled on the successful Collaborative 
Workshops in Photograph Conservation, developed at the University of Delaware. The new 
endowment earnings will be restricted to support photograph workshops for a period of at least 
ten years, during which FAIC will devote an additional $575,000 in resources to the project. At 
the end of ten years, and periodically thereafter, the program will be assessed, in conjunction with 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. If there is a consensus that the program could benefit from 
addressing a wider range of subjects, funds could also be used to support mid-career workshops 
in other conservation specialties. 
  
Beginning in 2010, three programs will be presented every two years. Each year, a hands-on 
workshop, typically five days in length will be offered. A third program, typically three days in 
length and offered every two years, will be designed to reach a larger and broader audience. 
These workshops will be incorporated into FAIC’s active professional development program and 
will supplement current programming. 
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About FAIC 
FAIC, the foundation of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic & Artistic Works, 
supports conservation education, research, and outreach activities that increase understanding of 
our global cultural heritage. 
  
About The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation makes grants in six core program areas, including Museum 
and Art Conservation. Its grant-making philosophy is to build, strengthen, and sustain institutions 
and their core capacities. 
 


